Early arrest of mental and motor development associated with bilateral hippocampal anoxic damage.
Clinical-pathological study of the case of a woman with amentia from birth. A 45-year-old woman was institutionalized since the age of two and showed no change in 43 years. She did not stand, walk, talk, use her hands or comprehend. She was placed in a chair each day. She lacked control of bladder and bowel. She showed no mental capability. CASE PATHOLOGY: The brain weighed 1250 gm and was normally developed. There were two anoxic-ischemic regions of damage. The hippocampus showed extensive damage bilaterally and the cerebellum showed watershed infarction bilaterally. A perinatal anoxic-ischemic episode is suspected. Hippocampal damage was the only finding that might explain the failure of mental and motor development. If this hypothesis is correct, the function of the human hippocampus is broader than currently accepted.